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          The trip to the Sea of Cortez 

was an amazing experience that 

neither of us will ever forget. We 

both remembered looking for a 

GGC trip to apply to and seeing so 

many great trips. But when we saw 

the trip to Mexico we knew it 

would be something that we’d 

never experienced before. It looked 

like a great adventure where we’d 

learn so many new things, and have 

so many challenges waiting for us. 

This trip met all our expectations 

because we got to do so many new 

things. We jumped off cliffs, met so 

many great people and had wildlife 

come not even a foot away from our 

boat.  

          The Sea of Cortez, also 

known as the gulf of California, is a 

body of water which borders 

Mexican states including; Baja 
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 Lorem Ipsum Tips: 

1. The most important thing you can have in your 

suitcase is a pair of water-shoes. We needed them 

whenever we got off the boat to protect our feet from 

seashells, coral and stingrays. This made us more 

comfortable to explore the island and get closer to 

the animals.   

2. A good way to prevent getting a sunburn or heat 

stroke is to wear t-shirts or long sleeves tops. 

My shoulders and arms did not get burned during the 

whole trip because I wore a light long sleeved shirt 

such as a blouse. Even in the water, we all wore dry-

fit type shirts. A few girls found this out the hard way 

and had to lay low for a couple of days.  

3. I think it was important to spend a little time 

alone everyday. It gave me time to think about what 

I’d done during the day and better appreciate what I 

was experiencing. It also helped me recuperate a little 

and have time to do some journaling.  

 

           Marissa: I am a Ranger from 

the 1st Kirkland Ranger Unit and I was 

very fortunate to have been chosen to 

represent Quebec Girl Guides on the 

International trip to the Sea of Cortez.  

Here is my experience in a “clam 

shell”: 

           I have always been encouraged 

to apply for international trips by my 

Guiders.  They always told us that if 

you don’t apply you will never have 

the chance to participate in one of 

these once in a lifetime adventures.  I 

was so nervous for the experience and 

challenges that I would have to face.  I 

didn’t really know what to expect.  

All I knew was that I was going to be 

on a boat for eight days with 16 girls 

that I didn’t know. We had a short 

briefing in Calgary where we got to 

know each other. By the time we 

departed from Calgary the friendships 

had already started to form. 

           Every day of our adventure 

came with new challenges and new 

experiences.   

 

The first day was the most challenging. 

We had to get used to the constant 

motion of the boat, our very small 

rooms and getting to know each other.  

On top of all that we were going 

snorkeling. I thought that I would be 

the only one that didn’t know what to 

do but it turned out that it was the 

first time for most of the girls. We 

started off slow by just going into the 

water by the beach.  Lela, our 

naturalist and Guri our lifeguard, 

taught us very well. By the next day, 

we were all comfortable and were able 

to enjoy the beautiful view that was 

below us! 

           We also had the opportunity to 

help local village.  The communities 

[along the coast] are surviving with no 

source of fresh water and no 

electricity. We had the chance to 

provide some basic necessities such as 

dry food, tooth brushes and soap.  We 

also helped by donating school 

supplies for children.  
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It was very heartwarming to be able to 

help others in need.  We were also 

very fortunate to be able to join the 

locals for a game of volleyball; they 

beat us by a long shot.  

      I have never had food as amazing as 

the food we ate during our stay on 

board.  We were lucky to enjoy fresh 

food prepared by our chef Omar and 

his sous chef Joel, we were never 

hungry.  We had everything from fish 

tacos to fried bananas.  We were 

spoiled with fruit cocktails every 

afternoon made with fruit that was out 

of this world.  I would have to say the 

craziest thing that I tried was the raw 

clams.  The chefs went out into the 

ocean to dive for clams that morning 

while we were out snorkeling. The 

clams were still moving when we 

were eating them. Definitely a once in 

a lifetime experience!   

This trip would not have been the 

same without Panterra’s amazing 

crew. They took such good care of us! 

 

We had two fantastic cooks 

Omar and Joel who spoiled us 

every day, a friendly 

lifeguard, Guri who kept us 

safe every step of the way and 

loving host, Lela who taught 

us well and made us 

continually laugh throughout 

our stay. I could not leave out 

our captain, engineer and 

Panga (small boat) drivers 

who worked very hard and 

still found time to have fun 

with us! The entire crew 

made our trip so much more 

memorable and enjoyable. 

          All of the Guiding trips are very 

special in their own way but they share 

the strong passion of Guiding. If you 

apply for any Guiding trip, you get to 

meet girls from across Canada who are  

enthusiastic about Guiding. I was 

shocked at how fast complete 

strangers became the best of friends.  

Over our eight day adventure many 

friendships were formed and will now 

last a lifetime.  

Looking back on my 

experience, I have 

experienced so 

many amazing 

opportunities that 

I probably wouldn’t have done without the 

help of guiding.  I strongly encourage 

more girls to apply for sponsored trips. If 

you don’t apply you will never have the 

chance to participate in one of these once 

in a lifetime adventures. The worst thing 

that can happen is that you don’t get 

chosen but don’t get discouraged; you can 

always try again the next year.  

 

 



 

 

 

Thank- you August 2015 

We would both like to thank all of our amazing travel leaders Myra, 

Robin, Nicole and Megan who kept us safe and happy. They helped 

us overcome challenges that some of us would never have attempted. 

We all had so much fun together and it’s in big part because of these 

wonderful Guiders.  

A big thank-you to everyone who helped us prepare for this trip: our 

references, leaders, parents, friends, and everyone who bought 

cookies. Without you this trip wouldn’t have been such a success.  

The support from national, province and our districts is very much 

appreciated. Girl Guides encourages us to reach higher and not limit 

our possibilities. Thank-you to Guiding, Panterra and a great group 

of travel partners for great memories!  

Marissa and Michelle 

M 

 

Pictures taken by Emily Girouard and Lela Sankeralli, the Panterra coordinator.  
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